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Cquse Of Explosion
Not Yet Determined

Why escaping arnmonia gas ex-ploded last Friday at the page
Dairy', lVaiie and Knapp Srs., lnjur-rng- 2? persons, t\{.o fatalli., ;;undctcrmined today af ter an tn-q_urry tnto the dcalhs of Frederick
!1'. Brubach and Earl Spewat<.---"
. Co.roner paul Hohly 'ruleJ' 

thedeat\ accidcntal.
-Henry 

page, Jr., general managerof th€ daily, said that ao far as
r,.t'as .known no welder's torch- seioff the blast, as had been believeJat fjrst, but the Eias must have
come tnto contact with some sourceof heat in order to explode.
Still In Hospital

. Augusf B. Muenzer, plant main-[enance superintend€nt, testified
that a g-foot drum I2 inches acrossconlaining 150 pounds of liquid
ammonia under 850 pounds of pi""-
sure got out of the control of CarI
B_aker, 42, of ?12 Nicholas St., ana-Mr. Brubach, chief engineer, as
they u.ere charging a new-refrigera-
uon systcm with anlmonia.

Mr. Baker siill is confined toMcrcy Hospital.
- _Possibly they dropped it, Mr.
-vtucnzcr said, and the eylindcrstruck a flexible metal caLle at-
taehed to a nipple on a vertical am_monia storage tank. The nipptebroke off and ammonia .trapo,
leaked from the tank, he said.
Tried To Stop kak

The blast occuned six to eightminutes_ after the ga. lug"n-lo
9fcape, Mr. page said, because inthat time Mr, Baker conducted Mr.Rrubach,_ overcome while trying tostop the leak with valves, frtm"the
engine room to s rear alley andthen crossed the street to turn in atlre alarm.
. trIr. Spewak, 29, of 1938 Belmont
jrvc.l ar-r employee of the Industrial
l:^..y11:19" co. -which was instalting
:::y,u:loit, and Drr. Brubach, ?1, o1

1o.1.r-_t:l"oy Av_e., died IIonday.
^uropsl€s showed that theif deathsresr:lted from inhalation of am-
*la.-yino. and not from theblasi,ur. nonly said.


